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SDSU Music Education Graduate Faculty Information

Dr. Andrew Aziz: Professor of Music, Coordinator of Music Theory
o Aaziz@sdsu.edu
e Office: M237

Dr. Ramon Cardenas: Assistant Professor of Music Education (Choral)
e Racardenas@sdsu.edu
e Office: M203

Dr. Jennifer Gee: Associate Professor of Music Education (Elementary General)
e Jlgee@sdsu.edu
e Office: M220

Professor Michael Gerdes: Associate Professor and Director of Orchestras
e Mogerdes@sdsu.edu
e Office: M222

Dr. Arian Khaefi: Associate Professor and Director of Choirs
e Akhaefi@sdsu.edu
e Office: M225

Dr. Shannon Kitelinger: Professor and Director of Bands
e Skitelinger@sdsu.edu
e Office: M224

Dr. Karen Koner: Associate Professor and Coordinator of Music Education (Instrumental)
e Kkoner@sdsu.edu
e Office: M201

Dr. Todd Rewoldt: Professor of Music, Graduate Advisor
o Trewoldt@sdsu.edu
e Office: M221

Dr. Eric Smigel: Professor of Musicology
e Esmigel@sdsu.edu
e Office: M235



mailto:Aaziz@sdsu.edu
mailto:Racardenas@sdsu.edu
mailto:Jlgee@sdsu.edu
mailto:Mgerdes@sdsu.edu
mailto:Akhaefi@sdsu.edu
mailto:Skitelinger@sdsu.edu
mailto:Kkoner@sdsu.edu
mailto:Trewoldt@sdsu.edu
mailto:Esmigel@sdsu.edu

Scholarships and Financial Aid

Scholarships awarded by the Music Division are made on the basis of auditioned excellence in
academics or by evaluation of material in a research area. Students receiving music scholarships
must be matriculated and, in most cases, carry a minimum of six graduate units of credit per
semester.

Scholarship awards are applied for annually and can be renewed for up to four semesters if
specific requirements are met. Students must apply every academic year through the SDSU

Scholarship Portal found here:

https://sdsu.academicworks.com/users/sign_in

In addition to scholarships, the Music Division has a limited number of Student Assistantships,
Graduate Assistantships, and Graduate Teaching Assistantships, which provide students with
university-level teaching experience.

Other financial aid is available from the University in the form of loans, grants, and part-time
employment for eligible students. Information about all state, federal, and institutional aid
programs is available from the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships, SSW-3615, 619-594-
6323. Consult the Graduate Bulletin for more information.


https://sdsu.academicworks.com/users/sign_in

Master of Music Education

Advising Roadmaps

MM in Music Education — Elementary Track

Fall — Year 1
MUS690 Research Seminar in Music
MUS628 Advanced Elementary Methods

Spring — Year 1

MUS613 Seminar in Music Theory
MUS652 Seminar in Music History
Summer
MUS635 Instructional Design in Music Education
MUS633 Current Trends and Issues in Music Education
Fall - Year 2
MUS631 History and Sociology of Music Education
MUS626 Human Behavior in Music Education
MUS639 Capstone Research Seminar

Spring — Year 2

MUSXXX Elective Course
MUS799a Thesis Research

3 Credits
3 Credits

3 Credits
3 Credits

3 Credits
3 Credits

3 Credits
3 Credits
1 Credit

2 Credits
3 Credits



Master of Music Education
Advising Roadmaps

MM in Music Education — Secondary Track

Fall — Year 1
MUS690 Research Seminar in Music
MUS620 Conducting and Rehearsing Foundations

Spring — Year 1

MUS613 Seminar in Music Theory
MUS652 Seminar in Music History
MUS520 Conducting Workshop
Summer
MUS635 Instructional Design in Music Education
MUS633 Current Trends and Issues in Music Education
Fall - Year 2
MUS631 History and Sociology of Music Education
MUS621 Conducting Seminar
MUS639 Capstone Research Thesis Seminar

Spring — Year 2

MUS799a Thesis Research
MUS520 Conducting Workshop

3 Credits
3 Credits

3 Credits
3 Credits
1 Credit

3 Credits
3 Credits

3 Credits
3 Credits
1 Credit

3 Credits
1 Credit



Graduate Course Descriptions
Fall Courses

MUS620: Conducting and Rehearsing Foundations
Tuesdays: 7pm - 9:40pm
Instructors: Prof. Gerdes, Dr. Khaefi, & Dr. Kitelinger

This course is designed to develop foundations in conducting techniques and rehearsal
procedures. Students will explore conducting and rehearsal technique models, as well as score
study techniques, to build a foundation for optimal student learning in ensemble settings.

MUS621: Conducting Seminar
Tuesdays: 7pm - 9:40pm
Instructors: Prof. Gerdes, Dr. Khaefi, & Dr. Kitelinger

This course is designed to develop foundations in conducting techniques and rehearsal
procedures. Students will explore conducting and rehearsal technique models, as well as score
study techniques, to build a foundation for optimal student learning in ensemble settings.

MUS626: Human Behavior in Music Education
Tuesdays: 6pm - 8:40pm
Instructor: Dr. Gee

This graduate course presents best practices in classroom and behavior management - from
organizing time, materials, and classroom space to strategies for managing individual and large
group student behaviors, transitions, and other arrangements. The course includes a strong
emphasis on developing knowledge about the culture and backgrounds of children and families
in order to establish positive interactions within the classroom community.

MUSG628: Advanced Elementary Methods
Tuesdays: 6pm - 8:40pm
Instructor: Dr. Gee

This graduate course will explore the application of the elements that contribute to current
practice in methodology and pedagogy in the elementary general music classroom including the
Orff Approach, Kodaly Method, Dalcroze Method, Carabo-Cone Method, Gordon Method, and
the eclectic approach.

MUSG631: History and Social Context in Music Education
Thursdays: 6pm - 8:40pm
Instructor: Dr. Cardenas

This course is designed to assist students to describe the major historical events and people
involved in the development of music education and examine the effects of societal ideas and



theories on music education in the K-12 school. This course will be offered as part of the
summer course offerings related to this degree, as to make the degree accessible for current K-12
teachers to complete their graduate degree while still teaching in their K-12 setting.

MUSG639: Capstone Research Seminar in Music Education
Wednesdays: 7pm - 8:40pm
Instructor: Dr. Koner

The Capstone Thesis provides an opportunity for students to engage in high-level inquiry
focusing on an area of specialization within the profession. Capstone projects will draw upon
areas of interest to the student and foci from the coursework completed throughout the program.
All capstones aim to bridge theory and practice and are aimed to have an impact on the
professional life of students. The aim of the course is to facilitate the development of your
Capstone Thesis project. Students are encouraged to apply and extend knowledge gained on
teaching and learning throughout the Master of Music Education program as part of this process

MUS690: Research Seminar in Music
Wednesdays: 6pm - 8:40pm
Instructor: Dr. Smigel

Reference materials, bibliography, investigation of current research in music, processes of thesis
topic selection and techniques of scholarly writing.

Spring Courses

MUS520
TBD
Instructors: Prof. Gerdes, Dr. Khaefi, & Dr. Kitelinger

This course is designed to develop foundations in conducting techniques and rehearsal
procedures. Students will explore conducting and rehearsal technique models, as well as score
study techniques, to build a foundation for optimal student learning in ensemble settings.

MUS613: Seminar in Music Theory

Wednesdays, 7pm - 9:40pm

Instructor: Dr. Andrew Aziz

Current advanced analytic techniques in various areas of music

MUS652: Seminar in Music History
Mondays, 6pm - 8:40pm

Instructor: Dr. Eric Smigel

Intensive study of music history.

Summer Courses



MUS633: Current Trends in Music Education
TBD
Instructor:; Dr. Cardenas

This graduate course will explore trends in music education in order to provide a deeper
understanding of the educational, developmental, and social factors involved in teaching music
and music learners. Students will apply these understandings to their individual learning and
teaching communities.

MUS635: Instructional Design
TBD
Instructor: Dr. Koner

This course is designed to assist students to study and examine traditional and contemporary
models of curriculum development and assessment to broaden their understanding of curriculum
as it impacts the learning process. Additionally, students will develop, discuss, and evaluate
assessment strategies that best measure student learning

Elective Course Options



MUSXXX: Applied Lessons

MUSXXX: Ensembles

MUS554: Band, Orchestra, or Choral Literature

MUSS561: Area Studies: Ethnomusicology

MUSS565: Film Scoring

MUSS562: Psychology of Music

MUS591: Yoga and Mindfulness for the Musician

MUSS595: Stylistic Composition for the Media

MUS614: Seminar in Music Theory: Conceptual Analysis of the Jazz Idiom

MUS653: Jazz History

Thesis Proposal

Throughout their final semester of study, Master of Music Education students will
complete a full research thesis study, choosing a survey, experimental, case study, or action

10
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research design. In the fall semester prior, students will enroll in MUS639: Capstone Research in
Music Education Thesis Preparation. This course will facilitate the development of the capstone
thesis project by guiding students through completion of CITI training, the IRB application
process, creating a thesis methodology for their project, and putting forward their thesis proposal.

CITI Training
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program) is dedicated to serving the training
needs of colleges and universities in ethical approaches and practices in the field of research. To
complete research through San Diego State University, students must pass the following courses
through CITTI:

e Human Subjects Research (HSR)

e Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR)

e Information Privacy Security (IPS)

*Students will be required to complete the CITI on their own time in the first three weeks of the
fall semester in which they are enrolled in MUS639. Registration for the CITI training can be
found at: https://about.citiprogram.org/

IRB Application Submission

Researchers are required to submit an application proposal to the Institutional Review Board
(IRB) to carry out any research that works with human subjects. The instructor for MUS639 will
assist in preparing the IRB application. Requirements for the IRB application include:

CITI Training

A literature review justifying why the study is needed

A complete description of the methodology

Any research instruments needed for the application (e.g. survey, interview questions)
Any communication with participants (e.g. emails you may send to participants)

Any consent forms required for the research

*All IRB applications are submitted through the Integrated Research Information System (iRIS)
and can be found here: https://sdsu.imedris.net/. Please note, no steps in your research may be
taken until the IRB application has been approved through the university.

Thesis Proposal
During enrollment of MUS639, students will propose their thesis research. This proposal will be
a written proposal submitted through Canvas (similar to what is required for an IRB application)



https://about.citiprogram.org/
https://sdsu.imedris.net/
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and also as a 10-15 presentation. Additional details will be provided in the class assignments.
Included in this proposal will be:

A brief literature review to support the need for the study
A purpose statement and research questions

A description of the methodology

A timeline of the research study

Thesis Committee

The Master of Music Education thesis committee will be composed of three faculty members
from the SDSU School of Music & Dance. Following the thesis proposal, the instructor of
MUS639, Dr. Koner will meet individually with each student and assign them the music
education faculty that will serve as the committee chair for their thesis. This committee chair will

be either Dr. Ramon Cardenas, Dr. Jenny Gee, or Dr. Karen Koner. This assignment will be
based upon the area of expertise of the faculty member that aligns with the content of the
student’s research and the research design of the thesis study.

Each thesis committee will have a music education faculty as the committee chair and one other
music education faculty member on the committee. The third member of the committee is the
choice of the student and will be decided upon in consultation with Dr. Koner. By the end of the
semester in MUS639, all students will have their thesis committees assigned.

Thesis Requirements
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Students in the Master of Music Education degree program will adhere to the following
requirements for their thesis.

Parts of a Thesis
A thesis typically includes the following sections:

1. Introduction

2. Review of the Literature
3. Methodology

4. Data Analysis

5. Conclusion

6. References

Length of the Thesis

A Master's thesis typically ranges from 50 to 150 double-spaced pages. The research design may
be either quantitative or qualitative. Additionally, students will enroll in MUS639: Capstone
Research Seminar in Music Education to prepare for completing their Master's thesis.

Methods of Production

All theses must be created using word processing or page layout software. No other production
methods are permitted. The original document must be printed on high-quality white opaque
paper, 20-24 1b. bond, 100% rag, and sized 8 1/2" x 11". The thesis may be photocopied from the
computer-generated version.

Manuscript Formatting
Your document must follow your program formatting requirements for text organization, in-text

citations, and reference pages.

Margins: Set your margins at 1.25 inches for the left margin, and 1 inch for the right, top, and
bottom margins. Margins may be reduced on some pages to .875 inches all around to
accommodate oversized tables or figures.

Font Size/Style: Use a professional font in 12pt size. Do not use an ornamental font based on
script, cursive, or calligraphic styles. For tables, footnotes, or other material outside of the main
text, a font size as low as 8pt may be used. Use black for all text. Figures, tables, and computer
code may include color at your discretion (but not captions, legends or titles).

Line spacing: 1.5 is preferred for the text body, but 2.0 (double-spacing) is acceptable.
Exceptions: tables, lists, block quotations, footnotes/endnotes, figure captions, table titles, and
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bibliographic entries; these must be single line spaced. The transition back to normal text spacing
will happen automatically if you use the provided template.

Sections: Start the first page of each section (Acknowledgements, Table of Contents, Lists,
Appendix, etc.) and each Chapter on a new page and increase the top margin on that page to 2
inches. The top margin spacing will be applied automatically if you use the provided template.

Place your Bibliography or Reference section(s) at the end of each chapter or at the end of the
main document text (but before the Appendices). The placement will correspond to your
department’s style guidelines. Use single line spacing with normal spacing between each entry.

Figures, Tables, Illustrations: If your thesis has more than one of these features: figure, table,
illustration, plate, etc., then each type of item requires a separate sequential number scheme.
Label each item in the category (tables, figures, etc.) uniquely and consecutively.

Similarly, if your thesis has more than one of these features: figure, table, illustration, plate, etc.,
then each type of item requires a separate list in the preliminary pages. As you will see in the
template, each preliminary page list includes the figure/table number, figure caption/table title
and the page number on which it begins.

1. Tables and figures must be included in the document and should appear with the relevant
text in the manuscript.

Tables and figures must adhere to the same margin guidelines.

Tables and figures should be placed as close as possible to the text they correspond to.
They can be in portrait or landscape orientation.

Photographs should be scanned and inserted into the body of the document.

Captions and labels for photographs must be printed directly on the document.

No attachments are allowed to be included with the thesis paper.

bl

A

Musical notation must be prepared on a computer; handwritten manuscripts are not
acceptable.

File Size: The thesis electronic file size may not exceed 1GB. The recommended image
resolution for embedded figures and images is 300 dpi. Supplementary electronic documents
(such as audio or video) are not part of the 1 GB total.

Y our name, committee members, and degree title must match University records.

Table of Contents: The Table of Contents (TOC) lists each chapter number, chapter title, and
the page on which each chapter begins. In the TOC, the word “Chapter” must appear as a
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heading before listing the numbers and titles of each chapter below. See a sample Table of
Contents here.

Page Numbers: Preliminary page numbers are lowercase Roman numerals, starting with page
iil. The title page and signature page (representing i and ii) will not have printed numbers.

Preliminary Pages: Preliminary pages appear in the following order (first numbered page must
be page iii):

Title page: Mandatory; no page number.

Signature page: Mandatory; no page number.

Copyright page: Mandatory; numbered iii.

Dedication: Optional; must have page number.

Epigraph: Optional; must have page number.

Abstract: Mandatory; up to 350 words, single-spaced; must have page number.

Table of Contents: Mandatory; must have page number.

List of Tables, List of Figures, etc.: Mandatory when the document includes
more than one table, figure, etc. (e.g., if you have 2 tables, include a List of Tables; 2

figures, include a List of Figures); must have page number.

List of Abbreviations, List of Acronyms, List of Symbols: Optional; must have
page number.

Preface: Optional; must have page number.

Acknowledgements: Optional; must have page number (Department of Biology
guidelines requires acknowledgements to appear after the last chapter and before the
reference pages).

Style Manual: The thesis must adhere to a recognized style manual. The majority of educational
research follows the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, commonly
referred to as the "APA Style Manual." Qualitative research typically follows the Chicago
Manual of Style or Kate Turabian's style guide. The MLA format is rarely used in theses.


https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/Sample_TOC_2015.pdf
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/Sample_TOC_2015.pdf

SDSU Thesis Resources
1. SDSU Thesis Formatting Guidelines
2. SDSU Montezuma Publishing Master’s Thesis Review Checklist
3. SDSU Thesis Template
4. Signature Pages

a. 3 Committee Members
b. 4 Committee Members
c. 5 Committee Members

Thesis Defense

16


https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/New_Review_Checklist.pdf
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/Link1_SDSU_Template(1).dotx
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/sig_page_template_3_signatures.doc
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/sig_page_template_4_signatures.doc
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/portals/0/docs/Thesis_Signature_5_members.doc
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As a culminating requirement for the Master of Music Education degree program, students must
successfully complete a thesis defense.

Before scheduling the thesis defense, students must:

e Be advanced to candidacy, which requires the completion of at least 12 units of graduate
coursework with a minimum 3.0 GPA.
Have an approved thesis proposal (completed in MUS639).
Have an established thesis committee.
Enroll in MUSIC 799A (Thesis Research) during the semester of the defense.

Thesis Committee (see Thesis Proposal for more information)

Each thesis is supervised by a faculty committee consisting of:

A Committee Chair (Dr. Ramon Cardenas, Dr. Jenny Gee, Dr. Karen Koner)

An additional music education faculty member

The third member of the committee is the choice of the student and will be decided upon
in consultation with Dr. Koner

Scheduling the Defense

e The thesis defense must be scheduled in consultation with the thesis chair and committee
members.

e Students should provide their final draft to the committee at least two weeks before the
scheduled defense.

e The defense must take place before the thesis submission deadline established by the
university (typically the last day of classes).

Format of the Defense

The thesis defense typically consists of:

1. Presentation — Students will deliver an overview of their research, including the study’s
purpose, methodology, findings, and implications for music education.

2. Questioning and Discussion — The committee will engage the student in scholarly
discourse, asking questions related to their research and its significance.

3. Deliberation — Following the discussion, the committee will deliberate and determine
whether the student has successfully defended their thesis.

Upon conclusion of the defense, the committee may:
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Approve the thesis with no revisions.
Approve the thesis with minor revisions, to be completed before final submission.
Require substantial revisions and a second defense.

Reject the thesis if it does not meet scholarly expectations, requiring significant rework.

Final Submission

After a successful defense and completion of any required revisions, students must submit the
final thesis to Montezuma Publishing, following the university’s formatting and submission
guidelines. The final approval by the university is required for degree conferral.

SDSU Thesis Defense Resources

1. Master's Thesis Committee Information and Forms

2. Graduate Thesis Announcements and Deadlines

Important Resources


https://grad.sdsu.edu/current-students/thesis#:~:text=Master's%20students%20must%20be%20Advanced%20to%20Candidacy,the%20same%20time%20as%20Advancement%20to%20Candidacy.&text=Thesis%20committee%20members%20who%20are%20not%20tenured/tenure,the%20Petition%20for%20Master's%20Thesis%20Committee%20Exception.
https://grad.sdsu.edu/announcements-and-deadlines
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SDSU Master’s Thesis Committee Forms: https://grad.sdsu.edu/current-students/thesis

Institutional Review Board: https://research.sdsu.edu/research affairs/human_subjects

iRIS: https://research.sdsu.edu/research_affairs/imedris

Montezuma Publishing Master’s Thesis:
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/sdsuthesisdissertation

Aztec Scholarships: https://sdsu.academicworks.com/users/sign_in

Graduate Music Student Handbook: https://music.sdsu.edu/_resources/files/grad-handbook-24-
25.pdf



https://grad.sdsu.edu/current-students/thesis
https://research.sdsu.edu/research_affairs/human_subjects
https://research.sdsu.edu/research_affairs/imedris
https://www.montezumapublishing.com/sdsuthesisdissertation
https://sdsu.academicworks.com/users/sign_in
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